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escort the bride to the house of her husband. A feast is given which lasts for several days. Processions are formed through the streets and a cocoanut is broken before an image of Ganesha. These and a few other ceremonies conclude the marriage rites. There is one curious custom which must be noted when these people have not the means to pay for the feast and other expenses. They simply tie on the mangalasiitram, upon which the parties live together as man and wife. The other ceremonies, however, must be gone through at,some time or other, when means admit of it. Should the husband happen to die before the defect has been supplied, the friends and relatives at once borrow money, if they have none by them, and proceed to complete the marriage ceremonies in the presence and on behalf of the corpse. The dead body supposed to be the bridegroom is placed on a seat with the woman by it. After this gruesome ceremony, the mangalasiitram is taken off the woman and she is free, as a widow, to remarry,
Amongst the Kalians, an important caste in the south, a marriage alliance depends upon consanguinity, and it is entirely irrespective of the wishes of either parties to the contract, or even of their parents. When a wedding has been fixed upon, the sister of the bridegroom, with a present in her hand, goes to the house of the parents of "the bride and ties some horse-hair round the bride's neck. She then takes her, accompanied by some of her relatives, to the house of the bridegroom where a feast is prepared. After, the feast the pair are conducted to the house of the bridegroom where a solemn exchange is made of vallari thadis or boomerangs. Another feast is then given in the bride's house, and the bride is presented by her parents with some rice and a hen. The bride and bridegroom, now husband and wife, then repair to his home and the marriage ceremony is complete,